
JOHN FORESTER
Curriculum Vitae

Current Position
Professor, Department of City and Regional Planning, Cornell University

1. Education

June 1970

Bachelor of Science, Department of Mechanical Engineering, University of California, Berkeley

June 1971

Master of Science, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Thermal Systems Division, Bio-Engineering 
Program, University of California, Berkeley

June 1974

Master of City Planning, Department of City and Regional Planning, University of California, Berkeley

June 1977

Ph.D., Department of City and Regional Planning, University of California, Berkeley

2. Teaching/Academic Experience

Fall 2015

Visiting Research Professor 
Sapienza University, Rome, Italy (sabbatic leave from Cornell)

2010-2014

Director of the Graduate Program
Department of City and Regional Planning, Cornell University

Fall 2008, Winter 2009, Spring 2009

Professor
International School for Humanities and Social Sciences, Amsterdam 

January 2010-2019

Intersession co-teaching with David Laws, UvA

July 2007

Faculty Supervisor 
Association of European Schools of Planning Doctoral Workshop, Paestum, Italy

June 2004

Faculty Supervisor 
Association of European Schools of Planning Doctoral Workshop, Aix en Provence, France

July 2003

Faculty Supervisor 
Association of European Schools of Planning Doctoral Workshop, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Spring 2003

Visiting Professor 
Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, Rutgers University



2002–2003

Visiting Professor 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (sabbatic leave from Cornell) 

Summer 2002

Professor
Pre-college Writing Program Faculty Writing Seminar, Knight Institute for Writing in the Disciplines,  
Cornell University 

July 1999

Faculty Supervisor 
Association of European Schools of Planning Doctoral Workshop, Finse, Norway

1992– 

Professor
Department of City and Regional Planning Cornell University

1993-1994

Lady Davis Visiting Professor Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, Technion,  
Israel Institute of Technology

1984-1992

Associate Professor
Department of City and Regional Planning, Cornell University

June 1989, 1987, 1980

Progressive Planning Summer Programs, Cornell University 

June 1987

Co-Instructor
Conflict Resolution Module, Center for Environmental Research’s Groundwater Short Course

November 1986

Co-Instructor
Mediation Section, Professional Education Course on Dispute Resolution in Land Use Planning,  
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

January 1986

Faculty Advisor in MCP core practicum (Fall), and Instructor
Intersession Seminar, “Planning and Organizing,” Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT

1978-1984

Assistant Professor
Department of City and Regional Planning Cornell University

1977-1978

Lecturer
Environmental Studies Board and College Eight University of California, Santa Cruz 

Summer 1977

Lecturer
Public Administration Department California State University, Hayward, California

Spring 1977

Lecturer
School of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Southern California
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1976

Guest Lecturer
School of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Southern California

3. Fellowships, Honors, Awards, Prizes

2015

Visiting Research Professor, La Sapienza, University of Rome

Engaged Cornell Development Grant (Professors Beard, Forester, Kudva, Minner, Chusid, and Schmidt), 
$60,000. 

Institute for Social Sciences Grant, “Exploring Conflict, Improvisation and Governance through Practice-
Focused Oral Histories: Advancing an International Network of Applied Research,” $11,810.

Internationalizing Cornell Curriculum Grant, “So That Any Student Might Interview Any Practitioner in 
Any Country: Developing Teaching Materials as Students Co-Generate Practice Stories with Exemplary 
Internationally Situated Urban Practitioners,” $14,625. 

2012

Keynote, Interpretive Policy Analysis Conference, Tilburg, the Netherlands, July.

2011

Guest Lecturer, 30th Anniversary of the Community and Regional Planning Program, University of  
New Mexico, Albuquerque

2010

Josephine Jones lecturer, Department of Communications, University of Colorado, Boulder

John De Grove Guest Professor, Florida Atlantic University, Ft. Lauderdale

2008-2009

NICIS Scholar at the University of Amsterdam, Department of Political Science, Center for Conflict Studies

2007

Faculty Grant for Instructional Technology (with Scott Peters, Dept of Education) to assess audio 
dimensions of practice stories explored in our Profiles of Practitioners.

2005

Rusty Bernstein Memorial Lecture, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa

2004

Faculty Grant for Instructional Technology (with Scott Peters, Dept. of Education) to support the website 
devoted to Profiles of Practitioners.

2004

Cecil Sheps Visiting Scholar in Social Justice, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

2003

Honorary Doctor of Letters. University of Sheffield, Sheffield, England

1998

Keynote speech, Association of European Schools of Planning Conference, Aveiro, Portugal

Faculty member recognized by Merrill Presidential Scholar Yee Shan Hilda Chan, Cornell University
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1997

Ten Year Service Recognition, Community Dispute Resolution Center, Ithaca, NY 

1996

Learning to Resolve Community and Environmental Disputes: Profiles of Exemplary Planners and 
Mediators,” Hatch Grant via the Community and Rural Development Institute, Cornell, $11, 000.

1995 

Samuel J. Lefrak Lecturer, University of Maryland, College Park, School of Architecture, Urban Studies and 
Planning Program

Hyde Chair for Excellence in Community and Regional Planning, University of Nebraska-Lincoln  
(co-appointee with L. Susskind, B. Stiftel, and R. Richardson) 

1994 

Contributor to “Paul Davidoff and Advocacy Planning in Retrospect,” Barry Checkoway, ed. 
Journal of the American Planning Association.

1993-1994

Lady Davis Visiting Professor, Technion, Haifa, Israel

1991 

ACSP Paul Davidoff Award (with Norman Krumholz)
Clarkson Visiting Professor, SUNY Buffalo 

1990 

Visiting Professor, Dipartimento di Territorio, Turin, Italy

1989 

Distinguished Visiting Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology

1988 

Dean’s Fund for Excellence, College of Architecture, Art and Planning  Cornell, 1988 and 1991

1987 

President’s Fund for Undergraduate Education Project Award, $10,000

1986 

National Institute for Dispute Resolution Teaching Materials Grant, $4,000

1975-1978 

Kent Fellow, Danforth Foundation Graduate Fellowship

1969 

University of California Alumni Association Student Community Service Award

4. Related Experience

Hosted International Workshop at Cornell on Conducting Profiles of Practitioners, with guests from 
Holland (Prof. David Laws), Italy (Prof. Daniela De Leo), and Japan (Prof. Masa Matsuura) with participation 
of Prof. Howell Baum (U. Maryland) and Prof. Charles Hoch (U. Illinois, Chicago), Sibley Hall, Cornell, 2018. 

Co-facilitated Workshop on Faculty Mentoring for Graduate Students (with Adi Grabiner, Director, Intergroup 
Dialogue Program, Cornell) 2017.

McNair Program Faculty Mentor, 2017– .
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Teaching and support role for Intergroup Dialogue Program, Cornell, 2013-2018.

Director of Graduate Studies, Cornell Dept of City and Regional Planning, 2010-2013.

Editor, Planning Theory and Practice, 2008–present.

NICIS International Scientific Review Committee, Den Haag, Holland, 2008-2013.

Member, Visiting Committee, Dept of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, 2007-2009.

Editorial Team Member, Planning Theory and Practice, 2007–present.

Member, Editorial Board, International Journal of Neighborhood Renewal, 2008.

Member, Editorial Board, Administration and Society, 2007-2016.

Member, Editorial Board, Journal of the American Planning Association, 2006-2013.

Member, Cornell Faculty Committee on Music, 2006-2010.

Member, Cornell Faculty Committee on Program Review, 2004-2008.

Representative, Cornell Faculty Senate, 2005-2008.

Department Chair, Department of City and Regional Planning, Cornell University, 1998-2001.

Associate Dean, College of Architecture, Art, and Planning, Cornell University, 1997-1998.

Member, General [Governance] Committee of the Graduate School, Cornell University, 1997-2001.

Director, Program in Urban and Regional Studies, Department of City and Regional Planning, Cornell 
University, 1994-1997.

Member, Comitato di Orientamento Scientifico, Ph.D.: Dottorato di Ricerca in Tecnica Urbanistica, 
Dipartimento di Architettura e Urbanistica per l’ingegneria, UniversitaDegli Studi Di Roma “La Sapienza,” 
1996–present.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Concepts and Transformation: Journal of Action Research and 
Organizational Research, 1995–present.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of Architectural and Planning Research, 1995–present.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Administrative Theory and Praxis, 1995–?.

Member, Faculty Fellows in Service Committee, Cornell University, 1994-2004.

Member, Cornell Program on Ethics and Public Life, Executive Committee, Cornell, 1991-2001.

Graduate Field Representative (Director of the Graduate Planning Program), Department of City and 
Regional Planning, Cornell, 1987-1991.

Member, Editorial Board, Cornell University Press, 1987-1990.

Member, Editorial Board, International Planning Theory Newsletter, 1988-2000.

Advisory Board, Public Disputes Newsletter, Harvard Program on Negotiation, 1989-1990.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Planning and Design (Environment and Planning B), 1988-1994.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of Planning Education and Research, 1983–199?.

University Service: University Fellowship Committee, 1984-1988.
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Associate Editor, Journal of Planning Education and Research, 1983-1987.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of the American Planning Association, 1982-1986.

Committee to Select the New Editor for the Journal of Planning Education and Research, Association of the 
Collegiate Schools of Planning, 1986.

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Committee on Tenure and Promotions, 1985-1986.

Member, Executive Committee, American Collegiate Schools of Planning, 1982-1985.

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, Committee to recognize a distinguished planning educator, 
1981-1982.

Organizer, with Pierre Clavel and William Goldsmith, of the Conference on Planning Theory and Practice: 
Economic Context, Emerging Coalitions, and Progressive Roles; national conference hosted at Cornell, 1979.

5. Other Consulting, Research, Professional and Community Service
Referee, academic journals, including:
Journal of the American Planning Association, Journal of Planning Education and Research, Administrative 
Science Quarterly, Journal of Politics, Administration and Society; Society and Space, Environment and 
Planning, Sociological Forum, Polity, Planning and Design, Journal of Planning and Architectural Research, 
Journal of Political and Military Sociology, Planning Theory, Progress in Planning, Journal of Planning Theory 
and Practice, etc.

External Referee for Dissertations from Norway and Finland, for Masters’ Theses in Holland (periodic) 

Facilitation for Upstate APA Chapter Board, Utica, New York, 2010.

Center for Conflict Studies, University of Amsterdam, 2008-2009.

Organizational development consultation, Preservation Society of the Southern Tier, Binghampton, NY.  
(with Robert Rich). 2006-2007. 

Facilitations for the City of Ithaca, Density Incentive Hearings, Inlet Island Hotel, 2007. 

Organizational development consultation, Historic Ithaca (with Robert Rich), January 2005. 

Sociology Faculty Retreat, Indiana University of Pennsylvania (with Robert Rich), March 2004. 

New South Wales Departments of Community Development and Health  
(see below for workshops/seminars) July 2004. 

Association of Finnish Municipalities: Workshop on Participation and Consensus-Building, June 2004. 

Consultation with Indiana University of Pennsylvania’s Doctoral Faculty in Administration and Leadership 
(with Robert Rich), January 2003. 

Invited Lecturer and Workshop leader, Simon Fraser University, Center for Dialogue, November 2003. 

Research reviewer, Adaptive Governance and Florida’s Water Conflicts, Florida State University, November 
2003. 

Consultation with National Marine Fisheries Science Center, Woods Hole, Mass. and the Consensus-Building 
Institute (Facilitation, with Larry Dixon) January 2003.
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Consultation with Indiana University of Pennsylvania’s Doctoral Faculty in Administration and Leadership 
(with Robert Rich), September 2002.

Community Dispute Mediation Practice (on a regular volunteer basis), Ithaca. 1987-2007. [Training, 
Community Dispute Resolution Center, Ithaca, NY., February 1987. 

Workshop leader with Elisheva Sadan, “Developing an Agenda for Community Planning Training Programs,” 
presented “The Distinctive Challenges of Community Planning,” Chaim Zippori Community Education 
Center, Jerusalem Forest, May 1993. 

Invited Guest, Mimrebu Seminar, on Planning Practice and the Ethics of Planning, Norway, October 1992. 

Leader, In-Service Training, “Mediator’s Challenge: Neutrality in the Face of Power Imbalances?” Community 
Dispute Resolution Center of Tompkins County, 1991. 

Participant, Research Group on Building Theory from Practice (in the study of exemplary mediators), Harvard 
Program on Negotiation, 1989-1990. 

Research paper commissioned by the Fund for Research on Dispute Resolution, 1988. 

Paper commissioned for the Triennale International Exhibition on The Future of the Metropolis, Milan, Italy, 
1987-1993. 

Research project producing “Profiles of Planners,” 1987. 

Co-facilitated two Community Planning Workshops on Housing and Neighborhood Issues for the Ithaca 
City Planning Department, June 1986. 

Staff Training Seminar on Negotiation Skills, Division of Capital Planning and Operations, Boston, March 
1985 

College and Community Project, Robert Herroux, Lincoln Institute for Land Policy, Cambridge, MA.

Tompkins County Comprehensive Health Planning Council, Board Member, (Sub-Area Council for the Central 
New York State Health Systems Agency) Ithaca, New York, 1980-1983.

Tompkins County Comprehensive Health Planning Council, member, Health Status and Environment 
Committee (Occupational Health and Safety Project) 1979-1982.

Tompkins County Comprehensive Health Planning Council, Vice-President, 1981.

Chair of Program Committee. Human Service Coalition of Tompkins County, member, Review Committee, 
1980-1981. 

6. Conference Presentations and Participation; Invited Lectures

1977

National Conference on Public Administration, Atlanta, “Do Planners and Policy Analysts Know What Our 
Problems Mean?” 

1978

National Conference on Public Administration, Phoenix, “What Do Planning Analysts Do? Planning and 
Policy Analysis as Organizing.” 
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1979

Cornell Conference on Planning theory and Practice,“Critical Theory and Planning Practice”; Planning Theory 
Workshop, co-chaired with Richard Bolan. 

Health Policy Advisory Center Health Planners Network presentation: “Health Planning and Critical Social 
Theory.” 

1980

National Conference of the American Planning Association, Baltimore, “What are Planners Up Against? 
Planning in the Face of Power.” 

Conference on The Place of Reason: Understanding and Action (Habermas and Ricoeur), Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges, April. 

National Conference on Public Administration, San Francisco,Calif.; discussant to Orion White’s panel, 
“Further Steps Toward A Theory of Administrative Action”; “Critical Reason and Political Power in Project 
Review Activity.” 

Symposium on Citizens and Health Care, West Springfield, Massachusetts; “Toward Democratic Health 
Planning: Political Power, Agenda-Setting, and Planning Practice.” 

National Conference of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, New York, NY; “Notes on a Critical 
Theory of Health Care and Social Policy (Habermas and Illich).” 

National Conference of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, Cincinnati; moderator, panel on 
“Planning Theory and Institutional Analysis” (with L. Susskind, R. Bolan, J. Kaufman, R. Klosterman).

1981

National Conference of the American Planning Association, Cincinnati; panel on “Power and Organization 
for Planners” with H. Baum and R. Bolan; “Know Thy Organizations: The Production of Goods and Services 
and the Reproduction of Social and Political Relations.” 

Social Trends and Outlooks Conference, Cornell, panel, “The Limits of Benevolence of Local Government,” 
February.

National Conference of the American Society for Public Administration, Detroit; chaired panel on 
“Administrative Theory and the Problem of Being Practical: Do Theories of Practice Help?” April. 

Conference on Philosophy and the Social Sciences, “Theories of Modernity,” Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia, 
workshop participant, April. 

National Conference of the American Political Science Association, New York, NY; “The Policy Analysis—
Critical Theory Affair: Wildavsky and Habermas as Bedfellows?” panel, “Critical Theory, Democracy, and 
Public Policy,” September.

Conference on the Work of Paulo Freire, Cornell, workshop participant, December.

1982

National Founding Conference, Planners Network, Washington, D.C., May.

Lecture, SUNY Buffalo, “Why Worry About Rationality in Planning?” April. 

Symposium on Social Change, University of Cincinnati; Discussion leader: “Critical Theory, Planning Theory, 
and Planning Practice,” April.
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Lecture, Cornell Progressive Planning Summer Program, “Rationality and Politics in Planning,” June. 

Institute for Applied Phenomenology, Annual Meeting, Spruce Head Island, Maine, participant, June.

New York State Sociological Association Meeting, Hobart and William Smith Colleges; discussant to panel 
on “The Sociology of Education: Toward a Critical Sociology of Education,” October.

Association of the American Collegiate Schools of Planning National Conference, Chicago;  
chair, panel on “Planning Practice: Interpretation, Action, and Learning,” and discussant on panel, 
“Knowledge Bases for Policy Planning,” October.

National Conference of the Regional Science Association, “The Geography of Practice,” Pittsburgh, 
November.

1983

Conference on “Rationality in Plan-Making,” Department of Geography, University of Reading, England, 
December. 

Conference on “Models of Knowledge,” SUNY Buffalo; discussant for John O’Neill’s address on 
“Phenomenology,” March.

Conference on “The Origins of Mass Culture: The Case of Imperial Germany (1870-1919),” discussant to 
“Politics and Mass Culture in the Writings of Walter Benjamin,” by Susan Buck-Morss, Cornell, April. 

National Conference of the American Society for Public Administration, New York, NY. Presented, “The 
Practical Politics of a Rebounded Rationality: Or, How Administration and Planning Can Be Both Practical 
and Rational,” April.

Second Annual Conference on New Perspectives in Planning in the West, Tempe, Arizona, presented, “The 
Practical Politics of a Rebounded Rationality: Or, How Administration and Planning Can Be Both Practical 
and Rational,” May.

Second World Congress on Land Policy, Harvard Law School, presented, “From Equity and Efficiency to 
The Practical Analysis of Ambiguity in Planning Practice” in the Workshop on Planning Education: Equity/
Efficiency Challenges, June.

National Conference of the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, San Francisco; chair and 
convener, panel on “Planning as a Design Process,” with D. Burton, J. Whiteman, R. Burlage, and J. Dyckman 
(discussant), October. 

New York State Sociological Association Conference, “What Do Designers Do? Design Practices as Sense-
Making in Practical Conversation,” Alan Mandell, chair, Potsdam, New York, October. 

Cornell University, Department of Human Service Studies, Lecture, “An Interdisciplinary Perspective on 
Social Change,” on “Planning, Rationality, and Social Change,” November. 

Graduate Center, City University of New York, Program in Environmental Psychology;  “The Politics of 
Rationality in Planning: A Habermasian Critique of Herbert Simon,” November. 

1984

Lincoln Institute for Land Policy, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Conference on “The College and the 
Community,” invited, December.
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Workshop on Designing as Inquiry, Research, and Experimentation, “What Do Designers Do? Designing as 
Sense-making in Practical Conversation,” MIT, Dept of Urban Studies and Planning, January.

National Conference of the American Planning Association, Minneapolis, May.

National Conference on the American Political Science Association, “Critical Theory and Public Life-Only 
Connect,” on panel “New Directions in Critical Theory,” Washington, D.C., August.

1985

Participant on Roundtable, “The Policy Sciences: Reform Movement or Technocratic Strategy,” Frank Fischer, 
Chairperson, National Conference of The American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., August. 

Lecture, “Politics and Rationality In the Planning Process,” Dean’s Seminar, Faculty of Environmental 
Studies, University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, February.

Lecture, “Problems of Understanding Planning Practice,” Griffith Taylor Distinguished Speaker Series, Dept. 
of Geography, University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada, February.

Co-organizer, Cornell Conference, “Rationality and Modern Society: The Recent Work of Jurgen Habermas,” 
with Peter Hohendahl, Dept of German and Comparative Literature, March.

Discussant to Dieter Misgeld, “The Dialectic of Progress in the Theory of Communicative Action,” On 
Rationality and Modern Society: Recent Work of Jurgen Habermas, March. 

“Problems of Understanding Planning Practice,” School Lecture, School of Architecture and Urban Design, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, March. 

Convener and host, panel on “Directing Planning in the Big Apples,” Department of City and Regional 
Planning’s 50th Anniversary Conference, Cornell, April.

Conference on Critical Perspectives in Organization Theory, presented “Critical Rationality and 
Organizational Practice,” discussant on “Workplace Democracy,” New York City, September. 

Presented “Research in Progress on Planner-Developer Negotiations,” Department of City and Regional 
Planning, Cornell, October; and Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, October.

Conference of Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, “Sources of Influence in Planning Practice 
and Their Implications for Development Negotiations,” Atlanta, October.

1986

Workshop on Design as a Social Process, presented, “Mechanisms of Bargaining and Negotiation in Design,” 
with Roger Simmons, MIT, January.

National Conference of the American Planning Association, “Politics, Power, and Ethics,” on Norman 
Krumholz’s panel, “The Future of Planning,” Los Angeles, April.

National Conference of the American Planning Association, “Planning in the Face of Conflict: Mediated-
Negotiations in Local Land-use Permitting Processes,” panel on “Research on Practice,” Los Angeles, April.

Forum on Development Negotiations, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, “Mediated Negotiations in Local Land 
Use Permitting Processes,” Cambridge, Mass., April.

Conference on “The Design Professions and the Built Environment,” “Planning, Mediation, and Local Project 
Review Processes,” Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Alexandria, Virginia, April.
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Third National Conference on Environmental Dispute Resolution, Conservation Foundation, presented, 
“Planners as Negotiators? Mediators? Both? How?,” Washington, D.C., May.

Conference on Negotiated Development: The Challenge of New Partnerships, Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy, presented, “Planning in the Face of Conflict: Mediated Negotiation Strategies in Local Land Use 
Permitting Processes,” June. 

National Conference of the American Political Science Association, Discussant to Panel on “Expertise and 
the Organization of Power,” Washington, D.C., August.

National Conference of the American Political Science Association, chaired panel on “Confronting Value 
Neutrality: Ethics and Values in Policy Analysis and Administration,” Washington, D.C., August.

National Conference of the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, Milwaukee, “Planning 
Education as a Vocation,” (with Gill Lim, Michael Teitz, Lawrence Susskind). October. 

National Conference of the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, Milwaukee, “Planning in the 
Face of Conflict in Local Land-Use Permitting Processes,” October.

1987

“Changing Planners’ Roles and Values,” Lecture at Columbia University, February. 

Invited Speaker, Upstate New York Chapter, American Planning Association, March. 

Conference on New Directions in Planning Theory: Planning Theory in the 1990’s, “How Planners Argue: 
Rhetorical Strategies in Planning Practice and Problems of Substance, Power, and Passion,” Washington, 
D.C., March.

Guest Discussant, Health Administration Program, Course on Health Policy, New York, May.

Conference of the Canadian Institute of Planners; presented research on mediated-negotiation strategies in 
land use planning, Toronto, Ontario, July.

National Conference of the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, Los Angeles, “Lessons from 
Cleveland: The Possibilities and Strategies of Progressive Planning Practice,” November. 

1988

National Conference of the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, Los Angeles, discussant to 
John Dyckman Memorial panel, Wook Chang, chair; and participant in the Plenary tribute to John Dyckman. 

Workshop on Collaborative Academic-Practitioner Research hosted at Cornell University, with a grant from 
the Western Societies Program of Cornell, April.

Lecture at Columbia University (MCP class) on Community Mediation Strategies, April.

National Conference of The American Planning Association,  “Beyond Neutrality: Possibilities of Activist 
Mediation Strategies in Planning,” San Antonio, Texas, May.

40th Anniversary Celebration of U.C. Berkeley’s DCRP, remarks on “The Future of Planning Education,” May.

Fifth New York Conference on Dispute Resolution: Practice, Theory and Research in Dispute Resolution, 
Syracuse, NY; conducted mediation workshop on “Westville: Mediation Strategies in Community Planning,” 
with David Stitzel, May.
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Presentation on Critical Theory and Mediation Practice, Program on Negotiation, Research Group on 
Mediation Practice, Harvard Law School, July.

Conference of the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Planning, Buffalo; discussant on “Planning 
Rules, Ethics, and Metaphors,” presented, “Lessons from Cleveland: Evaluation, Persistence, Traps, and 
Possibilities,” October. 

Erasmus University 75th Anniversary Conference on “The Frankfurt School: Is It Relevant Today?” presented, 
“The Contemporary Relevance of Critical Theory to Public Administration: Problems and Promises,” 
Rotterdam, November.

1989

Lectures presented to the Colloquium on The Education and Practice of Planning in the U.S. and France, 
co-sponsored by l’Association pour l’Enseignement et la Recherche en Amenagement et en Urbanisme 
(APERAU) et le Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (Commissions 36 et 49) (CNRS), hosted by Gilles 
Verpraet; lectures on the study of planning practice, planning education, and critical theory. 

Symposium on Professional and Liberal Arts Education at Cornell University, morning “keynote” remarks 
with D. La Capra and R. Hoffman; presented, “Reducing the Distance, Not the Difference, Between 
Professional and Liberal Arts Education,” January. 

Distinguished Visiting Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology, College of Architecture, Lecture: “Politics, 
Argument, and Rationality in Daily Practice,” and seminars: “Critical Theory and Planning Practice,” “Reading 
in Habermasian Way,” March. 

Columbia University, Evening Lecture: “Challenges of Daily Planning Practice: Planning in the Face of Power,” 
School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation, April. 

1990
Alumni Day Presentation on Teaching in the Research University, with Dominick LaCapra and Larry Palmer, 
Cornell, June.

Lecture, “The Micro-Politics of Planning Practice,” Graduate Program in Urban and Regional Planning, 
University of Iowa, February.

Seminar presentation, “Fieldwork in a Habermasian Way,” Project on the Rhetoric of Inquiry, University of 
Iowa, February.

Lecture, “The Micro-Politics of Planning Practice,” School of Architecture and Planning, SUNY Buffalo, March.

Visiting Professor, Dipartimento Interateneo Territorio, Politecnico e Universita di Torino, Italy, May.

Seminar presentation, “Political Judgment in Planning Practice,” Dipartimento di Urbanistica, Istituto 
Universitario di Architectura di Venezia, Italy, May.

Law and Society conference, “Envisioning the Politics of Public Sector Dispute Resolution,” Berkeley, June

Fund for Research in Dispute Resolution, commissioned paper, “Envisioning the Politics of Public Sector 
Dispute Resolution,” Washington D.C., June. 

Lecture, “The Politics of Story-telling in Planning Practice,” University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 
October.

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning conference presentation, “On Feminist Theory and Planning 
Theory,” November.
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1991

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, “Profiles of Planners,” November. 

Clarkson Visiting Chair, SUNY Buffalo, February.

Clarkson Lecture, “On Critical Practice: The Politics of Story Telling and The Priority of Practical Judgment;” 
sessions on “Research on Planning Practice,” with N. Krumholz and J. Leavitt.

Lecture, “The Politics of Story Telling in Planning,” University of Puerto Rico, San Juan, Puerto Rico, March.

Lecture, “The Politics of Story Telling in Planning Practice,” Cleveland State University, Michigan, May.

Lecture, “Critical Social Theory and Empirical Research,” Department of Business Administration, University 
of Stockholm, June.

Lecture, “Mediated Negotiation in Urban Planning Practice: Practical Challenges and Theoretical Issues,” 
Summer University of Southern Stockholm, June. 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning – Association of European Schools of Planning conference 
presentation, “Practice Stories and the Priority of Practical Judgment,” Oxford, England, July.

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning – Association of European Schools of Planning joint 
conference discussant for the panel on “Moral Claims and Disciplines,” Oxford, England, July. 

1992

Class lecture, “Ethics and Planning,” Developing Areas Core Course, MIT, November.

Presentation, Penn-Cornell Workshop on Participatory Action Research, February.

American Planning Association Conference, presented, “On the Ethics of Planning: Profiles of Planners and 
What They Teach Us About Practical Judgment and Moral Improvisation,” Washington D.C., May. 

Workshop on the Evaluation of Comprehensive Urban Planning, presented a version of “On the Ethics of 
Planning: Profiles of Planners and What They Teach Us About Practical Judgment and Moral Improvisation,” 
Umea, Sweden, June. 

Chair, Planning Theory Session II, Association of the European Schools of Planning, Stockholm, June.

1993

Participant, Palermo Conference on Planning Science, “Political Judgment: Bridging Aristotle and 
Habermas,” September.

Plenary Panel participant, “Challenges of Negotiation and Mediation in the Public Sector,” for the Cornell 
Community and Rural Development Institute conference on “Using Negotiation to Improve the Enterprise 
of Government,” April.

Cornell Landscape Architecture Department colloquium, “Challenges of Doing the Best You Can in 
Environmental Negotiations,” April.

Lecture, “Toward a Critical Pragmatism: Four Faces of Planning Practice,” Trondheim, Norwegian Institute of 
Technology, Departments of Organization and Work Science and Transportation Engineering, October.

Lecturer, Workshop on Evaluating Theory-Practice and Urban-Regional Interplay in Planning, Bari, Italy, 
November.
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1994

Technion Lecture on “Critical Pragmatism and Planning Practice,” December. 

“Critical Pragmatism and Planning Practice,” Ben Gurion University of the Negev, March. 

“Profiles of Practitioners,” with Deborah Shmueli, Dept of Geography, University of Haifa, May.

“The Distinctive Challenges of Community Planning,” Chaim Zippori Community Education Center, 
Jerusalem Forest, May.

“Profiles of Practitioners,” presented with Raphael Fischler, Technion Department of Town Planning, June.

Invited Lecture, “Political Deliberation, Critical Pragmatism, and Traumatic Histories: On Not Leaving Your 
Pain at the Door,” University of Minnesota, Duluth, Department of Political Science, October.

“Political Deliberation, Critical Pragmatism, and Traumatic Histories: On Not Leaving Your Pain at the Door,” 
presented at the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning conference, Phoenix, November.

1995

Participant, Fund for Research on Dispute Resolution Workshop, Atlanta, November.

“The Challenges of Deliberation in the Design Professions,” Hyde Lecture Series, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, March.

“Political Deliberation, Critical Pragmatism, and Traumatic Histories: On Not Leaving Your Pain at the Door,” 
seminar for the Cornell University Ethics and Public Life discussion group, April.

“Beyond Dialogue to Transformative Learning: How Deliberative Rituals Encourage Political Judgment in 
Community Planning Processes,” seminar for Participatory Action Research Network, Cornell, April.

“Beyond Dialogue to Transformative Learning: How Deliberative Rituals Encourage Political Judgment in 
Community Planning Processes,” doctoral seminar at Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, May.

“Qualitative Research and Profiles of Planners,” Qualitative Research Panel, and Discussant to Panel on 
Bridging Technology and Planning Theory, ACSP Conference, Detroit, October.

“Democratic Deliberation and the Promise of Planning,” Lefrak Lecture, and seminars on “The Micro-Politics 
of Planning Practice,” and “Beyond Dialogue to Transformative Learning: How Deliberative Rituals Encourage 
Political Judgment in Community Planning Processes,” University of Maryland, College Park, Urban Studies 
and Planning Program, November.

1996

“Profiles of Mediators: Learning to Resolve Environmental Disputes,” Seminar for Cornell Program on 
Environmental Conflict Management, December.

“Challenges of Deliberation in the Design Professions,” University of Tennessee, College of Architecture 
lecture series, Knoxville, January.

“Rationality, Dialogue, and Learning: What We Can Learn From Community and Environmental Mediators 
About the Practice of Civil Society,” symposium honoring John Friedmann, UCLA, April.

“Creating Public Value in Planning: The Three Abiding Problems of Negotiation, Participation, and 
Deliberation,” Presentation to the National Conference of Engineers, Architects, and Planners, Lecce, Italy, 
October.
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“Negotiation and the Politics of Planning,” one day course for planning students at the Polytechnic of Bari, 
October.

“Critical Pragmatism and Planning Practice,” School of Architecture and Planning, Polytechnic of Bari, Bari, 
Italy, October.

“Critical Pragmatism and Planning Practice,” Guest lecture, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, 
November. 

1997

“The Planners’ Dilemma: Traps of Negotiation and Participation,”Presented at the University of Trondheim, 
December. 

“Challenges of Deliberation in Environmental and Community Mediation,” Guest Lecture, Program for the 
Analysis and Resolution of Conflict, Syracuse University, March. 

1998

“Why Worry About Planning Theory?” Seminar on the Profession, M.I.T,. Department of Urban Studies and 
Planning (with Lisa Peattie, Chester Hartman, and Larry Susskind), November.

Response to Ernie Cortes, MIT Alums Reception at the Boston APA meeting, April.

“Reflections on the Future of Planning Practice,” keynote, Association of European Schools of Planning, 
Aveiro, Portugal, July.

“Multicultural Planning in Deed: Lessons from the Mediation Practice of Shirley Solomon and Larry 
Sherman” and “Reflections on Planning Theory” (panel on classic issues in Planning Theory), ACSP 
Conference, Pasadena, November. 

Organizer and Convener with Katherine Abrams, Cornell Program on Ethics and Public Life Symposium on 
Objectivity and Partisanship, November.

1999

“Lessons About the Politics of Planning from Profiles of Israeli Planners,” Plenary session, Conference on 50 
Years of Planning in Israel, Technion, Haifa, December.

“On the Craft of Academic Writing,” Ph.D. Workshop, AESOP, Finse, Norway, July. 

Plenary Panel on Planning Theory, AESOP Conference, Bergen, Norway, July. 

2000

“Deliberative Practice and the Myths of Communicative Planning: The Distinctive Approach of The 
Deliberative Practitioner,” ACSP Conference, Chicago, October.

“Learning about Facts and Learning about Value: A Problem for Us All,”University of South Florida’s Honor’s 
Program Conference on Ethics and Society, March. 

Participant in the Symposium on “Critiques of and New Approaches to Urban Planning,” Urban Citizenship 
Seminar, New York University, April.

“Deliberative Practice and Participatory Design: Five Challenges,” Conference on Designing with 
Communities, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September.

“Deliberative Practice: Five Challenges,” Lecture at Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, October.

John Forester
page 15



“Lessons for Citizens from the Practice of Public Dispute Mediation,”Conference of the Association of 
Collegiate Schools of Planning, Atlanta, November.

2001

“Deliberative Practice: Five Theoretical and Practical Challenges,” Workshop on Public Administration, 
University of Twente, Enschede, Netherlands, and Faculty of Environmental Sciences, University of 
Amsterdam, November.

“Challenges of Understanding Deliberative Democratic Discourse: Five Problems” Keynote, Canadian 
Association of Planning Students (CAPS) Conference, York University, England, February.

“The Deliberative Turn in Planning Theory – Planning as a Mediator Between Democracy and Power?” 
Norwegian Forum for Planning Education (FUS, Forum for Utdanning i Samfunnsplanlegging), Tromso, 
Norway, June.

2002

“Challenges of Deliberative Planning Practice,” New Hampshire Rural Development Council, December.

“Five Challenges of Deliberative Planning Practice,” University of Hawai’i, Honolulu, April.

“Five Challenges of Deliberative Planning Practice,” University of Akron, Ohio, April. 

Week of Lectures on Deliberation and Work in Progress, with Workshops on Negotiation and Mediation in 
Planning at Griffiths University, University of Queensland, Queensland U. of Technology, and seminar for 
Queensland Regional Planning Department, May.

“Three Ways to Create Value in the Design Professions” Lecture, Torino, Italy, November.

Presentation on “The Significance of Avventure Urbane” Torino, Italy, November.

“Challenges of Deliberative Practice,” lectures at Bari Politecnic, Venice (IAUV), November.

2003

“The Intellectual, Pedagogical, and Practical Significance of Planners’ Practice Stories: Seven Reasons That 
Practice Stories Matter,” ACSP, Baltimore, November. 

“Rationality and Surprise: The Drama of Mediation in Rebuilding Civil Society,” Environmental Policy Group 
Seminar, MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning, February.

“Rationality and Surprise: The Drama of Mediation in Rebuilding Civil Society,” Green College Lecture Series 
on Engaging Civil Societies in Democratic Planning and Governance: Re-Examining the Theory and Practice 
of Community-Building. U. of British Columbia, Vancouver, March.

“Inter-Viewing, Practical Rationality, and Listening in Planning Practice,” SPURS seminar, MIT, March. 

“Deliberation, Learning About Value, and Other Problems,” Workshop on Deliberative Democracy, Montreal. 

“On the Craft of Academic Writing,” Ph.D. Workshop, University of Amsterdam. 

“Critical Moments in Negotiations: On Humor, Hope, and Recognition,” AESOP-ACSP Joint Conference, 
Leuven, Belgium. 

“On Academic Writing,” Presentation for Young Academics Network, AESOP-ACSP Joint Conference, Leuven, 
Belgium.
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Seminar on problems of studying participation, University of Sheffield, ‘Away Day’ retreat with planning, 
architecture, and landscape architecture faculty, Sheffield, England, July. 

Advisory Board Meeting, Center for Reflective Community Practice, MIT, September. 

Florida State University workshop on Water Policy, Tallahassee, November. 

“Critical Moments in Negotiations: On Humor and Hope,” Program on Negotiation, Harvard Law School, 
November.

2004

Symposium on the Deliberative Practitioner, Wosk Centre for Dialogue, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, 
November.

Seminar on Learning about Interests, Center for Collaborative Policy, Sacramento, January. 

Cecil Sheps Lecture on Social Justice, “Planning and Mediation, Participation and Posturing,” and related 
seminars, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, March.

“Planning and Mediation, Participation and Posturing: What’s a Deliberative Practitioner to Do?” University 
of Washington Interdisciplinary Ph.D. Program Lecture, Seattle, April.

Seminar on ideology, NYU Working Group, Ideology and Legitimacy, May.

“Problems of Posturing and Presumption in Mediation and Planning,” Interaction Conference of the 
Canadian Dispute Resolution Network, Kitchner-Waterloo, Ontario, June. 

“Communicative Planning Reconstructed,” Helsinki University of Technology, Dept. of Architecture, June. 

Doctoral Writing Workshop with Lasse Peltonen, Centre for Urban and Regional Studies, Helsinki University 
of Technology, June. 

Workshop (exercise and lecture) on Consensus-Building, Finnish Association of Municipalities, Helsinki, June.

AESOP Doctoral Workshop, presentation on writing, Aix en Provence, June.

New South Wales State government, Workshop on Interagency Consensus Building, with Wendy Sarkissian, 
July.

Opening Keynote, “The Arts of Consensus-Building,” Safe and Strong Communities Symposium, 
Powerhouse Museum, Sydney Australia, July.

Response to The Gods were Crazy, Safe and Strong Communities Symposium, Powerhouse Museum, Sydney 
Australia, July.

“Where Planning Goes Wrong,” workshop for Health Execs, New South Wales Department of Health, 
Macquarie Hospital, July.

“Challenges of Community Planning,” workshop for health promotion staff, New South Wales Department 
of Health, Macquarie Hospital, July.

“Seminar with Doctoral Students” and lecture, “Problems of Communicative Planning,” Sydney University, 
August. 

Seminars with Doctoral Students, Griffiths University and Queensland University of Technology, and work-
shop on “Collaborative Decision-Making,” Q.U.T. Brisbane, August.
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Lecture, “The Micro-politics of Planning Reconstructed,” University of New South Wales, Sydney, August.

Class presentation on interdependent decision-making for Carolyn Whitzman and Dean’s Lecture, “The 
Challenges of Deliberative Practice,” University of Melbourne, August.

Keynote lecture, Symposium on Crime Prevention and Collaborative Planning, Melbourne, Australia,  
August.

“The Drama of Mediation and Dealing with Differences,” ACSP National Conference, Portland, Oregon, 
October.

Roundtable on Theory and Practice, Bridging the Academy-Practice Divide. ACSP National Conference, 
Portland, Oregon, October.

2005

“When Designers Disagree: Three Challenges of Planning and Design Practice,” Panel on Contemporary 
Perspectives on Practice, College of Architecture, Art, Planning, Cornell, November.

“Lessons from Mediators for the Participatory Practices of Planners and Designers,” Symposium for the 
Urban Research Laboratory, University of Catania, Sicily, July.

“On Critical Pragmatism, Dispute Resolution, and Distinctions Between Dialogue, Debate, and Negotiation,” 
Lecture, University of Catania, July.

“On Dissertations and Academic Writing,” University of Catania, July.

“On Critical Pragmatism, Dispute Resolution, and Distinctions Between Dialogue, Debate, and Negotiation,” 
University of Palermo, July.

“On Dissertations and Academic Writing,” University of Palermo, July.

Exploring Urban Practice in a Democratizing Society: Opportunities, Techniques, and Challenges,” Rusty 
Bernstein Memorial Lecture, U. Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, September.

“Notes from the Field: Challenges of Disentangling Practices of Dialogue, Debate, and Negotiation in Public 
Deliberations,” ACSP National Conference, Kansas City. 

2006

Doctoral Writing Workshop and Seminar on “The Micro-politics of Democratic Deliberations,” University of 
Colorado, Boulder, May. 

“Challenges of Deliberation and Participation,” Conference on the Future of Sustainability, CREUM, 
Montreal, May. 

“Exploring Value-Based Disputes,” Keynote address for the Environment and Public Policy Section 
Conference on Deliberative Democracy, Association for Conflict Resolution, MIT, June. 

“Planning Conflicts and Mediation,” Workshop: Conflicts, Planning Practices and Procedural Justice – 
Current Research & Methodological Development, Fiskars, Finland, August. 

Remarks for the reception of the Academy for Urban Culture, Helsinki, Finland, August. 

Panel presentation, “Developing Mediation Competent Municipal Planning Staff Capacity,”ACSP, Fort Worth, 
November. 
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Keynote, “Participation as Dialogue, Debate, and Negotiation: Entangled Promises and Practices,” 
Conference of the International Association for Public Participation, Montreal, November. 

2007

Invited Seminar, “Using Practitioner Focused Oral History Interviewing to Explore Mediation Practice, “ 
University of Amsterdam Political Science Department, December.

Invited Seminar and Class sessions on Practice Studies, University of Washington, Seattle, May.

Moderated Open Plenary, Planner’s Network Conference, New Orleans, May.

Panel on Research Ethics, “On Mediators’ Ethics of Inquiry,” AESOP, Naples, July.

Panel moderator (Planning Theory after Katrina), and presentation “Lessons of the University-ACORN 
Collaboration in New Orleans,” ACSP, Milwaukee, October.

Class presentation (Masa Matsuura) followed by Research Seminar on Mediated Negotiation in Planning 
and Creating Spaces of (Im)Possibility,” University of Tokyo, November.

Keynote: “A Grounded Method to Explore Dispute Resolution Strategies in Asia: Studying Practice Stories,” 
International Workshop, Comparative Public Conflict Resolution: Development of public policy consensus 
building theory and practice in Asia, Seoul, Korea, November.

2008

APL Seminar, Exploring the task of Planning, “Participation as Dialogue, Debate, and Negotiation,” 
Newcastle University, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, January.

Spaces of Democracy and Democracy of Space Workshop, “Creating Spaces of (Im)possibility,” Newcastle 
University, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, January. 

“Studying Mediation Practice: Creating Spaces of (Im)possibility,” Department of Urban Studies and 
Planning, Environmental Policy Group Colloquium, MIT, April. 

“On confusions about generalization and universalization,” AESOP/ACSP, Chicago, July. 

“Challenges of Dealing with Differences,” U. of Tokyo, Asian Dispute Resolution Network, August. 

“The Micro-politics of Planning and Multi-stakeholder Governance,” ASSR, University of Amsterdam, 
October.

“Micro-politics and Mediation,” AMIDST Research Seminar, University of Amsterdam, December.

2009

“Micro-politics and Mediation,” Department of Town Planning, SLU, Uppsala, Sweden, Janurary

“Research in the Face of Interdependence,” Inaugural PhD Program lecture, Milano Politechnico, Janurary.

“Critical Naturalistic Discourse Analysis,” Lecture Series on Discourse Analysis, Dept of Geography, Nijmegen 
University, Nijmegen, February.

“Managing Interdependence: Dialogue, Debate, and Negotiation” Salet/Bertolini Research Group, University 
of Amsterdam, March. Presentation with David Laws at the workshop on Ethics and Politics of Qualitative 
Research, Warsaw, June.

“Dealing with Differences,” ACSP conference presentation, Crystal City, Virginia.
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2010

Lectures at Florida Atlantic University, February, and University of Colorado, Boulder, March.

Urban Studies Scholar, Lecture, University of Amsterdam, June.

“Challenges of Integrating Participation and Negotiation,” University of Florence, June.

Workshop co-leader with Peter Adler and Michael Hughes, Regional officials of Emilia Romagna, Bologna, 
Italy, June

“Innovations in Teaching: Profiles of Planners” ACSP presentation, Minneapolis, October.

“Mediators Don’t Make Agreements Any More Than Midwives Make Babies,” Symposium on The New 
Culture of Conflict Management in a Globalizing Society, Bolzano, Italy, November. 

“Reimagining Public Participation, or The Practical Construction of (Im)Possibility,” Università IUAV di 
Venezia. November.

2011

“Challenges of Making Multi-Stakeholder Participation Work: Dealing with Differences,” Finnish 
Environment Institute Lecture, Helsinki, June.

“Challenges of Critical Pragmatism: Deliberative Practice and Creative Negotiations,” Aalto University/YTK, 
Helsinki, June.

“Can Researchers and Policy-Makers Connect?” Nicis, Den Haag, June.

Keynote, “Challenges for the Next 30 Years of Participatory Planning: Institutional Designs, Processes 
and Pulling Them Off in Practice,” Prepared for the 30th Anniversary of the University of New Mexico’s 
Community and Regional Planning Program, Albuquerque, September.

Writing Workshop, Planning Theory lecture, University of New Mexico, September.

ACSP. “Dealing with Differences and Implications for Participatory Planning: Challenges of Institutional 
Design and Actual Practice,” Salt Lake City, October.

Panel presentation, “Inside the Black Box of Mediation,” Workshop on Mediation in Environmental Conflict 
Management, Milan, November.

2012

Workshop on Institutional/Process Design, University of Amsterdam, Janurary.

Lecture to Institute of Social Sciences, Den Haag. “The Micro-Politics of Planning as Illuminated by Practice 
Focused Oral History Methods,” June.

Keynote for the Conference on Interpretive Policy Analysis, Tilburg, Holland, July

Tokyo, Workshop on Producing Profiles of Practitioners, with Masa Matsuura, University of Tokyo, 
September.

University of Tokyo, “Critical Pragmatism and the Micropolitics of Planning Practice,” September.

University of Tokyo, Seminar on The Craft of Academic Writing, September.

Kyoto University, “Challenges of Dealing with Differences: Dramas of Mediating Public Disputes, September.

ACSP meeting presentation, Cincinnati.
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2013

Invited lecture, “Challenges of Improvisation in Planning,” SUNY Buffalo, March.

Joint AESOP/ACSP meeting, panel presentation on “Trading Zones in Planning,” and “Street Level 
Democratization, Conflict and Improvisation in Cleveland, New Orleans, and Albuquerque,” Dublin, July.

2014

Invited Lecture. Mediation and Public Policy Network, Amsterdam, January.

Invited Lecture. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. “Complexity and Practical Improvisation: Lessons from 
Three Cases,” February.

Invited Speaker, Symposium on my 1999 Deliberative Practitioner, University of California, Irvine Law School. 
February.

Invited Speaker/Contributor. Symposium and book project on The Evolution of Planning Thought, University 
of Vienna, May.

Alberta Mediation Program, The Symposium Looking Back Retrospectively, Chateau Louie Conference 
Centre, Edmonton, CA, June.

American Planning Association, Training Program, Planning in the Face of Conflict, with Michael Hughes. 
Boston, Sheraton Hotel, June. 

ACSP Panel, Collaborative Planning Theory: Emergent Themes, paper presented, “Improvisation and Street 
Level Democratization,” Philadelphia, October.

ACSP Panel on The Evolution of Planning Thought; invited speaker, November.

N8 Workshop on Engaged Universities, invited speaker, University of Sheffield, England, December.

2015

La Sapienza, Rome. (2): “Challenges of Conflict and Deliberation in Planning Practice,” “Seminar on 
Academic Writing,” October.
Closing conference presentation, “From Participation and Conflict to Deliberation and Improvisation in 
Planning Practice,” International Conference “Abitare Insieme/Living Together,” program, University of 
Naples, October.

“Planning in a Complex Democracy (Il mestiere del pianificatore nella democrazia complessa), University of 
Naples, November.

“John Forester and Raine Mantysalo discuss Communication and Action: allies or adversaries?,” public 
lecture, November.

“Conflict and Improvisation in Planning Theory,” with Carolina Pacchi and Stefano Moroni, class lecture, 
Politecnico di Milano.

“Doing Research to Improve Planning Practice: Challenges of Complexity, Conflict, and Improvisation,” 
University of Florence

“Dilemmi pratici, politici e burocratici della pianificazione urbana” (Practical, Political and Bureaucratic 
Dilemmas of Urban Planning), public lecture, Pavia, December.

Co-teaching with Marianella Sclavi (Professora Emerita, Milan Politecnico), “Street level practices for urban 
democracy” in the post graduate course ‘Azione locale partecipata e sviluppo urbano sostenibile.’ 
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Lecture, “Conflict, Deliberation, and Improvisation in Planning Practice,” invited lecture, Gran Sasso Science 
Institute, L’Aquila, November. 

Public lecture, “Conflict, Improvisation, Governance,” Centro di Ricerca Interuniversitario per l’Analisi del 
Territorio, University of Bari, and “Workshop on Academic Writing,” University of Bari, December.

“Profiles of Planning Practices: Changing Cities, Reimagining Planning,” Faculty of Architecture, La Sapienza, 
Rome, December.

2016

“Planning in the Face of Power: How Planners Improvise,” University of Massachusetts, Boston, Lecture, April.

ACSP, Portland, discussant role only.

2017

External Review committee for UBC Dean reviewing School of Community and Regional Planning, March.

Workshop on Practical Wisdom: Comments on “Practical Judgment in Leonie Sandercock’s ‘Finding Our 
Way,” UBC Political Science Dept, March.

Seminar with Heather Campbell on “Learning from Mistakes,” at DUSP, MIT hosted by Bish Sanyal, March.

University College London, Peter Hall Annual Lecture, “Critical Improvisation and Critical Pragmatism: Three 
Cases of Planning in the Face of Power,” May.

Tongji University Shanghai, “Ecological Wisdom Through Deliberative Improvisation,” June.

ACSP Denver, Panel Presentation on Improvisation and Ecological Wisdom, October.

Guest Lectures in classes at NYU (Atul Pokharel host), November.

2018

Presentation at the Reception for Reimagining Planning, Sapienza University, Rome, July.

“Exploring Deliberative Malpractices and Learning from Mistakes,” SPURS 50th Anniversary Symposium, 
MIT, October.

ACSP presentation, “On the micro-foundations of community: Learning from mistakes and deliberative 
malpractices,” Buffalo, October.

Moderating: “Navigating Challenges and Building Infrastructure to Support Community Engaged 
Partnerships, ACSP, Buffalo, October.

Moderating Panel on “Ecological Wisdom and Regenerative Development: In honor of Rob Young,” ACSP, 
Buffalo, October.

Guest Lectures in classes at NYU (Atul Pokharel host), December.

7. Unpublished Teaching Materials/Monographs:

Profiles of planners, (ed. with Linda Chu) typescript, 234 pages. 1990.

Profiles of planners in housing and community development, (ed. with Brian Kreiswirth) Ithaca: Cornell 
University Department of City and Regional Planning, typescript, 209 pages, 1993.
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Profiles of planners in land use, transportation, and environmental planning, (ed. with Brian Kreiswirth) Ithaca: 
Cornell University Department of City and Regional Planning, typescript, 174 pages, 1993.

Profiles of planners in historic preservation planning, (ed. with Brian Kreiswirth) Ithaca: Cornell University 
Department of City and Regional Planning, typescript, 166 pages, 1993.

Profiles of Women in Planning, (ed. with Brian Kreiswirth) Ithaca: Cornell University Department of City and 
Regional Planning, typescript, 157 pages, 1993.

Profiles of Participatory Action Researchers, (ed. with Jessica Pitt and John Welsh) Ithaca: Cornell University 
Department of City and Regional Planning, typescript, 191 pages, 1993.

Profile: Wallace Warfield on Joint Problem Solving and the Challenges of Cultural Translation,” December 
1993, Technion, Haifa.

Profile: Rolf H. Jensen on “Dispute Resolution as a Strategy of Urban Planning,” April 1994.

Profile: Morten Levin on “The Search Conference as a Participatory Planning Tool for Local Economic 
Development.” August 1994.

Profile: Susan Carpenter on “An Introduction to Environmental Mediation,” December 1995.

Profile: John Gaventa on “Collaborative and Participatory Research,” 1996. 

“Community-Building Challenges of Listening, Humor, and Hope: A Profile of Normajean McLaren,” 2003.

“On Community Development and Deep Ecology: Giving Voice to the Voiceless: A Profile of Wendy 
Sarkissian,” March 2004.

“Dispute Resolution and Deliberation and Racial Violence: A Profile of Karen Umemoto,” February 2004.

“Land Use and Community Development in a Rural (Swedish) Setting: A Profile of Goran Cars,” August 2004.

“‘Interruptions Are My Work,’ or Patience, Peace-Making and Community Building: A Profile of Dominic 
Grenot,” Community Development Worker, Northcott Estate, April 2005

“From Architecture to Presidential Chief of Staff: A Profile of Leslie Voltaire,” July 2005.

“Mediation’s Challenges: A Profile of Dennis Ross,” October 2005.

“From Rights-Based Activism to Mediated Negotiations in the Trade Union Context of South Africa: A Profile 
of John Brand,” Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Department of City and Regional Planning. Typescript. 
2011.

8. Publications Working Papers

“Toward a Morphogenic Perspective: Methodology of Technology Assessment,” in A Perspective in the 
Assessment of Large Scale Technology: The Case of the STOL Aircraft System, with B. Catron, N. Mayer, D. 
Metlay, and T. LaPorte, Institute of Governmental Studies, University of California, Berkeley, November 1971.

“Methodology and Approach,” with S. Rosenthal, in Longer Term Consequences of the STOL Aircraft System: 
A Technology Assessment Project, semi-annual report, Institute of Governmental Studies, University of 
California, Berkeley, July 1972.

“Towards a Technology Assessment: The Case of V/STOL Aircraft System,” a paper on social change, techno-
logical assessment, history of transport, with S. Rosenthal, in Social Change, Public Response and Regulation 
of Large Scale Technology, Second Annual Progress Report, Institute of Governmental Studies, University of 
California, Berkeley, December 1972.
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“Social Change: Problems of Technology and Planning – Tracing the Social Consequences of Transport 
Technologies,” Working Paper No. 230, April 1974,Institute of Urban and Regional Development, University 
of California,Berkeley.

“The Practice of Evaluation and Policy Analysis,” Working Paper No. 257, July 1975, Institute of Urban and 
Regional Development, University of California.

Articles and Chapters

“Errors in Eye Temperature Measurement When Using a Metallic Probe,” I. Fatt, and J.F. Forester, Experimental 
Eye Research (1972), l4, 270-276.(Engineering M.S. Thesis.)

“The Planner’s Ambivalence,” Social Impact Assessment, Vol. 40-41, April-May 1979.

“Review of Power: A Radical View,” Journal of the American Planning Association, April 1980.

“New Opportunities for Planners,” (co-authored with Sander Kelman, Pierre Clavel, and William Goldsmith), 
Social Policy, Spring 1980.

“Critical Theory and Planning Practice,” Journal of the American Planning Association, 46:3, July 1980, 275-286.

“How Much Does the Environmental Review Planner Do?” Environmental Impact Assessment Review, 1:2, June 
1980, l04-l07.

“What Are Planners Up Against? Planning in the Face of Power,” published without permission in the Bulletin 
of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, Summer 1980.

“What Do Planning Analysts Do? Planning and Policy Analysis as Organizing,” Policy Studies Journal, V9:4, 
Winter 1980-1981, 595-604.

“Listening: The Social Policy of Everyday Life (Critical Theory and Hermeneutics in Practice),” Social Praxis, 
7:314, (1980), 219-232.

”Hannah Arendt and Critical Theory: A Critical Response,” Journal of Politics, 43, February 1981, 196-202.

“Toward Democratic Health Planning: Political Power, Agenda-Setting, and Planning Practice,” in Barry 
Checkoway, ed. Citizens and Health Care, New York: Pergamon Press, 1981, 105-117.

“Reply to Gowdy,” Journal of the American Planning Association, July 1981, 47:3, 338-339.

“Questioning and Organizing Attention: Toward a Critical Theory of Planning,” Administration and Society, 
V13:2, 1981, 161-205.

“Selling You the Brooklyn Bridge and Ideology,” (a review of Jurgen Habermas’s Communication and the 
Evolution of Society) Theory and Society, l0 (1981), 745-750.

“Critical Reason and Political Power in Project Review Activity,” Policy and Politics, V10: 1, 1982, 65-83.

“Planning in the Face of Power,” Journal of the American Planning Association, 48: 1, (Winter 1982), 67-80.

“Understanding Planning Practice: An Empirical, Practical, and Normative Account,” Journal of Planning 
Education and Research, VI:2, 1982, 59-71.

“The Policy Analysis – Critical Theory Affair: Wildavsky and Habermas as Bedfellows?” Journal of Public Policy, 
V2:2, 1982, 145-164.

“A Critical Empirical Framework for the Analysis of Public Policy,” New Political Science, Issue 9-10, V3: 12, 
Summer 1982, 33-61. (Also, to be reprinted in Teaching Politics (Journal of the Delhi University Political 
Science Association) in 1985.

“Know Your Organizations: Planning and the Reproduction of Social and Political Relations,” Plan Canada, 
V22, March 1982, 3-13.
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“What Do Planning Analysts Do? Planning and Policy Analysis as Organizing” appears in an expanded ver-
sion as a chapter in William Dunn, ed., Values, Ethics, and the Practice of Policy Analysis, Lexington Books, 
1982, 47-62.

Excerpts from “Critical Reason and Political Power . . . ,” “Critical Theory and Organizational Analysis,” and 
all of “What Do Planning Analysts Do? Planning and Policy analysis as Organizing” were reprinted in Ralph 
Hummel’s The Bureaucratic Experience, St. Martin’s Press, 2nd ed., 1982, 176-185, 238-244.

“Public Policy and Respect,” democracy, Fall 1982, V2:4, 93-101.

“Critical Theory and Planning Practice” reprinted in John Pipkin, M. LaGory,and J. Blau, Eds., Professionals and 
Urban Form, SUNY Albany Press, 1983, 91-113.

“Critical Theory and Organizational Analysis,” in Gareth Morgan, ed., Beyond Method: Strategies for Social 
Research, Sage Publication, 1983, 234-246.

“The Geography of Planning Practice,” Society and Space, V1:2, Spring 1983, 163-180.

“Habermas: Critical Debates, David Held and John Thompson, Eds.,” book review by Kieran Donaghy and 
John Forester, Society and Space, Vl:2, Spring 1983.

“The Coming Design Challenge,” Journal of Planning Education and Research, Summer 1983.

“On Planning Practice: Materialism and Politics,” (with Shoukry Roweis) Society and Space, 1983, Vol. 1, pp. 
481-491.

“Obstacles and Strategies in Environmental Review Planning,” in William Millsap, ed., Anthropology for 
Environmental Planners, Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1984.

“Bounded Rationality and The Politics of Muddling Through,” Public Administration Review, January-February 
1984, pp. 23-31.

“Community Planning and Conceptions of Change, by Peter Marris: A review,” Environment and Planning A 
Vl6:4, April 1984, pp. 556-558.

“Good Intentions Are Vulnerable: Or How Service Goals May be Displaced in the Voluntary Sector,” in Gary 
Tobin, ed., Planning and Social Services Delivery in the Voluntary Sector, Westport, CT: Greenwood Press 1985.
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and David Laws for Henk Wagenaar and Ya Li, Eds. Special Issue of Policy Studies on Deliberative Policy 
Analysis, submitted December (2018).

John Forester
page 33



“Writing and Publishing Community Engaged Scholarship: Advice on Promotion, Publishing and Craft,” sub-
mitted for publication in the Journal of Higher Education Outreach and Engagement, December (2018).

Books
Urban and Regional Planning in an Age of Austerity, edited by Pierre Clavel, John Forester, and William 
Goldsmith. Pergamon Press, 1980.

Critical Theory and Public Life, edited by John Forester, MIT Press, 1985.

Policy-making, Communication, and Social Learning, edited by Guy Adams, John Forester, and Bayard Catron, 
Rutgers: Transaction Books, 1987.

Confronting Values in Policy Analysis: The Politics of Criteria, edited byFrank Fischer and John Forester, Sage 
Publishing Co., 1987.

Planning in the Face of Power, Berkeley: University of California Press. 1989. (Chinese translation published by 
the Wu-Nan Book Co. Ltd. 1995)

(Italian translation published in 1998 by Edizioni Dedalo, trans. Dino Borri)

Making Equity Planning Work: Leadership in the Public Sector, by NormanKrumholz and John Forester, Temple 
University Press, 1990.

The Argumentative Turn in Policy Analysis and Planning, edited by Frank Fischer and John Forester, Duke 
University Press, 1993 (also published in Europe by University College of London Press, 1993).

Critical Theory, Public Policy and Planning Practice, State University Press of New York, 1993.

The Deliberative Practitioner: Encouraging Participatory Planning Processes, MIT Press 1999.

Israeli Planners and Designers: Profiles of Community Builders, State University Press of New York, 2001 (co-ed-
ited with Raphaël Fischler and Deborah Shmueli)

Dealing with Differences: Dramas of Mediating Public Disputes, Oxford University Press. 2009. 

Planning in the Face of Conflict: Surprising Possibilities of Facilitative Leadership, American Planning 
Association Press, 2013.

Conflict, Improvisation, Governance: Street Level Practices for Urban Democracy (with David Laws), Routledge, 
April 2015.

Rebuilding Community After Katrina: Transformative Education in the New Orleans Planning Initiative (with 
Kenneth Reardon), Temple University Press, 2016.

Reimagining Planning: How Italian Urban Planners are Changing Planning Practices (with Daniela De Leo), INU 
Press, 2018.

Books in Progress

Placemakers Tell Their Stories (submitted to New Village Press, March 2019)

Collection of Interfaces from Planning Theory and Practice (with Heather Campbell)

Collected essays on Public Policy Negotiation and Improvisation (with David Laws)

Value, Fact, and Action: How Planners Improvise in a Political World
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Office
111 West Sibley Hall 
City and Regional Planning 
Ithaca, New York
Cornell University 14853
Office: 607-255-5179
Message: 607-255-4316
Fax 607-255-1971

Residence
216 Lake Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 14850
Cell: 617-351-2187

Personal Data
U.S. Citizen
Birthdate: July 23, 1948
Married, two children
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