

































































Arch 3819  Special Topics in the History of Architecture and Urbanism

Museum and City
Christian F. Otto
3 Credits Wednesdays 10.10 — 12.05

This course examines the public art museum and its urban conditions from the late 18" to
the early 21* century. Issues of building typology and urban design will contribute to our
deliberations, but the central purpose of the course is to investigate how socio-cultural
circumstance informs architecture and city, and how buildings in urban settings produce
and present meaning. Other building types such as the railroad station did emerge during
the 19" century, and could serve as the topic of the course; the museum, however,
possesses specific and significant properties that especially charge it as a case study. It is
in this spirit that the class considers museum and city.

Student participation in the course includes engaged involvement in class discussion,
close attention to readings, a thoughtful urban analysis, a well-crafted research paper, and
an informed concluding exercise.









SPECIAL TOPICS IN THE HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE: URBAN DESIGN,
ARCHITECTURE AND ART IN RENAISSANCE AND BAROQUE ROME
(ARCH 3819120)

PROFESSOR JEFFREY BLANCHARD
CORNELL IN ROME
SPRING 2012

Offered onsite at Cornell in Rome, this course focuses on theiBsarece and Baroque
phases (1%518" centuries) of Rome’s history. The first class sessions will survey the
city’s urban history and form from its origins to the present, and we will often turn our
attention to earlier and later developments, withoutraterstanding of which the
Renaissance and Baroque periods would be only partially intelligible. While the history
of urban and architectural design will be our main focus, we will also look at key
episodes of painting and sculpture, especially by antistsare also among the principal
architects of these periods (Michelangelo, Bernini).

Class sessions will be held once a week (Wednesdayfd will largely take place en
site, at times preceded by a slide lecture in our studio. There will betarmiédxam, a
paper or project, and a final exam, weighted equally in the calculation of the final grade.

The course is offered for 3 credits and is open to any student enrolled at Cornell in Rome.











