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VIV(E) LAS VEGAS PROPOSALS

1, 8, 9 – Hilary Pinnington & Koren Sin
2 – Molly Chiang, Tien Line & Thea Von Geldern 
3 – Manasi Pandey & Milena Zindovic
4 – Bogeng Chen & Siyuang Zhang
5 – Savina Kalkandzhieva
6 – Jeremy Siegel
7, 10 – Juhyun Kim
11– Taewoo Kang, Elizabeth Munson & Namsuk Oh.
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PROPOSAL: DE/RE DENSIFYING LAS VEGAS
Students: Juhyun Kim & Jeremy Siegel

PROPOSAL: DE/RE DENSIFYING LAS VEGAS
Students: Juhyun Kim & Jeremy Siegel

In Las Vegas, achieving density can be a politically significant strategy as it is one of the main 
measures against which the feasibility for implementation of public services, infrastructure 
and amenities is evaluated.  It is also argued that higher density within the context of Las 
Vegas is a more sustainable form of urban development due to the inefficiency and waste 
that an extensive sprawling distribution of infrastructure and amenities would entail.  Over 
the last couple of decades, Las Vegas has been growing at exponential rates and there are still 
projections for more considerable growth.  Given the current densities associated with its 
metropolitan developments, Las Vegas will run out of space for its expansion, where the city 
is framed and limited by Federal land and mountain ranges.  Given these circumstances, it 
would appear that Las Vegas, sooner or later, will need to start reconsidering density.  
 
Juhyun and Jeremy proposed the definition of new regulatory measures within the PLSS 
grid that define a mix of densities within Las Vegas’ wider metropolitan area.  In Las Vegas 
two dominant models of development have tended to be practiced, the first, a concentrated 
and consolidated model of linearly concentrated density exemplified by the strip, the other, 
a low sprawl of tract housing subdivisions.  In fact these two models of development can be 
seen as the difference between the generic suburban sprawl and an ambition for a dense and 
congested downtown area spearheaded by both public and private developments that include 

MGM Grand’s City Center (a large development that promises a “Manhattan” lifestyle on 
Vegas’ strip designed and delivered by Foster, Pelli, KPF, Jahn, Vinoly, Liebeskind, Gensler 
etc) to the Union Park development: a public private partnership. 
 
Working with the projection of a continuing population growth, Juhyun and Jeremy pro-
pose a restructuring of these models of development where these exacerbated differences are 
made to define strips/corridors of highly serviced zones (serviced by virtue of its density and 
congestion as well as the corresponding public facilities and amenities that are subsequently 
granted as a result of achieving such high densities); a linear “Manhattan” framing major 
roads, while suburban (and almost rural) low density developments may be located in a di-
rectly contiguous manner.  This organization of urban/suburban/rural densities is projected 
to allow for the accommodation of these various models of development and different con-
stituencies of “lifestyles” in close contiguous relationships. 



Professors Leyre Asensio Villoria + David Syn Chee Mah / Speculative Urbanizations: Viv(e) Las Vegas21 ASSOCIATION VOLUME 4 / Cornell University College of Architecture, Art, and Planning 22

PROPOSAL: CENTER PIVOT CITIES & CITY DENSIFIERS
Students: Jeremy Siegel / Savina Kalkandzhieva

	 Suburbia is in many ways, structured by the desire for a perceived closeness to the 
natural or the rural.  It’s attractiveness for many are in fact the perception of a close relation-
ship to an expansive landscape despite the complete artificiality of its actualizations.  Both, 
Jeremy and Savina’s projects attempt to reconcile this perception of expanse and the natural 
with the pressing needs for a more sustainable density of development.

	 Jeremy and Savina chose to develop a series of urban guidelines and planning prac-
tices that would put into new relationships: landscape, architecture and infrastructure to 
produce in Savina’s case: a coexistence and framing of the desert and in Jeremy’s case, a 
constant relationship between houses and a perception of an expansive landscape.  Both 
students engendered new guidelines and codes with the capacity to remix existing building 
types and infrastructure in ways that it may generate differential densities.  Las Vegas’ cur-
rent sprawling carpet of matter will be redirected into zones of high developmental density, 
allowing for the allocation of large areas to be reclaimed by landscape (either agricultural or 
desert). 
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PROPOSAL: ZIG ZAG HOUSES
Student: Juhyun Kim

Following on from an impulse towards densification, Juhyun develops a new housing 
type that re-structures existing suburban residential subdivisions into high density, high 
rise developments that retain and incorporate qualities of existing suburban lifestyles 
into its organization. 
 
Direct car access, individual garages, visual privacy and front/back gardens are accepted 
as features and qualitative necessities in the re-mixing of the organizational logics of 
suburban tract home subdivisions into vertical building typologies.  A resulting sec-
tional zig zag figure emerges out of this negotiation between different view and privacy 
parameters together with larger scale concerns for connectivity, structural stability and 
fabric differentiation. 
 
Incorporating organizational and sequence logics from existing tract home models, 
Juhyun translates what were widely understood by the market as “bonus” rooms (gyms, 
home theater rooms) and added features or optional extras (such as swimming pools) 
into consolidated “communal” amenities.  Swimming pools, Jacuzzis and tennis courts 
become collective programs within publicized backyards.  A new model of “community” 
(the Las Vegas variety) emerges where a new city fabric and public realm grows in the 
neighborhood’s backyards.  In the tradition of urban reformation projects that offer pro-
cedures for restructuring existing urban fabrics into alternative urban models, the project 
offers a protocol of the (sub)urban reformation of typical; suburban subdivisions into 
new variations of high density developments.
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     The scale of car parking structures and infrastructures are considerable and of-
ten monumental in Las Vegas.  Given this general construction culture that is well 
acquainted with the problems of assembling large parking buildings, Tien, Thea and 
Molly developed a new hybrid building type that conflates a literal interpretation of the 
infamous Life Magazine skyscraper diagram with multi storey parking structures.  The 
team proposed an infrastructure for “parking” suburban homes, multiplying the ground 
on which these standard products may be distributed. 
 
              The mediation between various technical determinations such as turning circles, 
natural lighting and ventilation as well as lot efficiency were used as the pretexts for gen-
erating more and more types of hybrid structures, assembling a new model of interweav-
ing high rise neighborhood/communities.  As a result of this new density, motivated by 
the pressing need to increase density within Vegas’ growing suburban field, Tien, Thea 

PROPOSAL: PARK VEGAS
Students: Molly Chiang, Tien Ling & Thea Von Geldern

and Molly’s proposal in fact projects a highly collective form of living environ-
ment that conflates a high concentration of mixed uses, amenities, public grounds 
together with a perversely efficient infrastructure for the proliferation of housing 
lots.  While departing from a mock capitulation to Las Vegas’ suburban and car 
worshipping culture, the project incongruously produces a model of a community 
that could be described as urban, collective and even pedestrian friendly.  Inciden-
tally, the project’s plausibility and marketability during the course of reviews had 
been endorsed by a Las Vegas real estate agent, prompting optimism within the 
studio in the possibility for pairing “visionary” urban/architectural ambitions with 
Las Vegas’ real estate values.
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PROPOSAL: DUNES AND MOUNTAINS
Students: Bogeng Chen & Siyuan Zhang / Manasi Pandey & Milena Zindovic

	 Bogeng/Siyuan and Manasi/Milena both attempt to 
reconfigure the procedures for producing subdivisions within 
the PLSS grid in order to adapt to the influences of specif-
ic environmental and ecological factors.  The harnessing of 
prevailing winds, shading, and solar exposure provoked the 
reorganization and rethinking of the modalities for defining 
new mixed use developments at both the architectural and 
urban scales as well as deliberately producing engineered mi-
croclimates that allow for temporal reconfigurations to the 
patterns of occupation in Las Vegas’ desert landscapes.  Ad-
aptations of existing building types imported from the Strip, 
together with new protocols for generating subdivisions al-
lowed for the restructuring of residential developments to ac-
commodate and further extend existing ecological zones and 
habitats, generating new assemblages of humans and non-
humans1  
 

1	 Bruno Latour & Peter Weibel, Making Things Public, Atmospheres of Democracy, 
(Cambridge, Massachusetts, MIT Press, 2005)



Professors Leyre Asensio Villoria + David Syn Chee Mah / Speculative Urbanizations: Viv(e) Las Vegas31 ASSOCIATION VOLUME 4 / Cornell University College of Architecture, Art, and Planning 32

PROPOSAL: HYDROMORPHING LAS VEGAS
Students: Taewoo Kang, Elizabeth Muson & Namsuk Oh

	 Despite being located in a desert, Las Vegas does on occasion suffer flash flooding.  It is also in dan-
ger of losing its capacity to sustain adequate water supply for its urbanization.  This is currently mitigated by 
a water management and flood control infrastructural network that is simultaneously redundant and ineffi-
cient. The hydrological infrastructure in its existing configuration is largely determined by a linear efficiency 
that addresses problems of flood management and water distribution through a brute consolidation of large 
infrastructural elements, insensitively inserted within the territory.  Elizabeth, Namsuk and Taewoo propose 
to re-structure Vegas’ hydrological infrastructure into a distributed network throughout the metropolitan 
territory that minimizes the inefficiency and waste that is currently a result of long cycles of distribution and 
the consequent water supply losses due to exposure and evaporation.

 
	 As a result, alternative developmental models of communities and neighborhoods are developed 
that adapt to a morphology driven by this reconfigured hydro-infrastructure.  Water is collected and 
distributed as a localized and distributed network, while also producing new artificial environments 
for residential as well as commercial development.  Archipelagoes of unique and discrete islands are a 
potential result of this new infrastructural logic.  The hydro-infrastructure in itself due to the immediate 
technical need for constant shade (to prevent evaporation) constructs a network of novel public land-
scapes that acts to connect rather than separate each island while engineering new microclimatic “oases” 
within the metropolitan field.
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PROPOSAL: BIG-BOX HOUSING
Students: Hillary Pinnington & Koren Sin

	 Hillary and Koren project a new residential community within Vegas’ aban-
doned big box developments.  To recycle these big boxes, they generate an interior 
urbanism imported from the strip (examples such as the New York, New York, Paris 
and the Venetian casinos simulate city fabrics within its interior spaces) that remixes 
the market expectations of typical Vegas communities into new forms for collective 
living.
 
	 Front yards, backyards and mechanisms for maintaining privacy are reor-
ganized to create an interior landscape with gradated degrees of public and private 
realms, all sealed and framed within a climatically controlled envelope.  This pro-
jected community exploits its interiority at both conceptual and pragmatic levels, 
with an intentional community that, because its retreat to an interior, are able to 
re-imagine a much more collective form of living. 
 
	 The weather sealed community is cheap and fast precluding the expectations 
that these would need to be financed and operate as high end exclusive enclaves.  
Without needing to perform relative to exterior climatic factors, construction could 
be of lower specifications and the already prevalent strategy for populating the large 
exposed roofs of these building types with solar panels would curb energy and long 
term operational costs.  Consequently, the assembly of cheap and easy communities 
proposes an optimistic vision of living and thinking within the box, re-inhabiting the 
fortuitous monuments of suburbia.  
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